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Julie Barnes, Teacher Librarian at Katherine High School, Lyn Piper, Library assistant at Katherine South Primary School, Val Wardley, Library assistant at Clyde Fenton Primary School and Elaine Davies, Library assistant at MacFarlane Primary School pictured at a recent chapter meeting, enjoying Val’s famous apple pie. 

Children’s Book Council short listed books were viewed and discussed. Since the arrival of Middle Schools we have to rethink which books will be appropriate for our Upper Primary students. 
Darwin

Term 2’s Darwin Chapter meeting took the form of a thoroughly entertaining and informative presentation of the Children’s Book Council short listed and notable books by Frances O’Reilly, the NT judge. 
Before the presentation began there was an opportunity to peruse the titles which gave some of us the impetus to range beyond our comfort zone. Picture secondary TL’s enthusing over Early Childhood and Younger Readers titles. Frances then outlined the criteria for selecting or rejecting titles based on literary merit and spoke of the process involved in judging. Her impressions of the books were summarised and flashed on the screen along with the book’s cover. Afterwards we looked at the titles in more depth, agreeing with Frances’ comments or continuing the discussion. 
Check out the Children’s Book Council Australia web site at cbc.org.au for the full list of titles. We look forward to the announcement of the winners on Friday 15th August.

Alice Springs
CLIC Festival
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Was it really happening? After all the fundraising efforts and planning meetings of the committee, it felt amazing that the Children’s Literature in the Centre Festival was actually happening. The ten presenters had arrived in Alice Springs and there was a buzz in the air as Marion Scrymgour and Ted Egan launched the Festival in the foyer of Araluen on the Wednesday afternoon. Over the Thursday and Friday approximately 2,000 students from across Alice Springs participated in a range of illustrating and writing workshops conducted across the Araluen complex, in tents on the lawns, in the craft studio and in Witchetys. Witchetys provided the “Hub” venue for the festival with space for book launches, author signings and a Dymocks book shop. 

On Friday evening I met Judy Smith off the nearly three hours late plane from Darwin. Thankfully when we arrived at the CLIC dinner at the restaurant at the Desert Park, the main course of curry, rice and pappadams was still being served. Each visiting presenter as well as a couple of local Alice Springs presenters was given two minutes to tell a story. The stories told were insightful and amusing.

[image: image3.jpg]



On Saturday and Sunday the workshops were open to the public. So whether it was Hazel Edwards talking about writing family history, Ann James running an illustrating workshop, Paul Collins & Meredith Costain talking about how to get published or Krista Bell telling the story behind her latest picture book “Lofty’s Mission” the energy and interest was vital. A storytelling chair was also set up under a large shady tree on the Araluen lawns with local storytellers each having a storytelling session.
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Special thanks to Ruth Jones for her vision of this festival and for Celia Otley and Jo Sherrin in their work of assisting Ruth to make the dream a reality. We were all inspired by the vision and it was wonderful to be part of it becoming a reality. The eagerness of the presenters, the response of participants, the yummy food provided for helpers and presenters and the seamless organization all contributed to an inspiring festival.

National News
Proposed Future Directions for ASLA National

ASLA, as many other professional associations, are dealing with quite dramatic decreasing membership numbers. To address this issue and the associated problems a paper has been prepared and distributed to council members for discussion. The annual National Council Meeting is to be held in Sydney over the weekend 8th, 9th and 10th August where this will be discussed further.

Following, is a brief overview of the proposal. The purpose of the paper is to provide an opportunity for questions, comments and feedback from the members. It would be great to have some feedback from our members at the local level.

“ASLA’s aim is to create a new structure that can be best shaped to allow direct membership to the national association that represents its members and meets their needs as effectively as possible. It is envisaged that the new structure will deliver a stronger position for representation at a national level with other professional associations, the government, education agencies and groups, and allow for direct communication with members on matters of importance to the school library profession.

Under the current constitution there is no direct membership option. Membership is only available to state/territory school library associations who seek representation with ASLA on behalf of its members.

The objective under the proposed new structure will:

· Be representative to the needs of members and be directly accountable to its members;

· Focus on key issues and the sustainable future of school libraries;

· Be supportive of state and territory school library associations;

· Be flexible, responsive and pro-active; and

· Establish and maintain an influential presence in the political and educational arena.

In summary, ASLA will be an association for its members through its members – that is, those involved in school libraries and /or interested in school libraries are the members of ASLA and from this membership base form the governing body of the association and provide the human resources to collectively achieve its objectives.

A range of membership options would be considered with the view to cover the many work-related positions within school libraries to effectively address the above identified vision. Individual and institutional membership would form the core elements with the options under these for qualified teacher librarians, librarians, school library academics, library technicians, library aides/assistants, etc. and to also cater for those interested in school libraries. 

The model would have one governing body (national council).

The national association would continue to plan and deliver a national biennial conference that is held in an agreed state/territory. Alternatively, a mix of conference, congress, summit, seminars, travelling scholar models could be explored via face-to-face or virtual delivery. This diversity has the potential to provide learning experience that will meet the needs of the range of membership types.”

For further information or clarification please contact Judy Smith, ASLA NT  National Council member.
PD Opportunities

Scootle
If there are enough interested people we will arrange a familiarisation session on what is available on Scootle, how to download items and the features that allow teachers to set up an environment with instructions for student use of selected objects. This will probably be available in Term 3. 
Web 2.0  

Another PD with an interstate presenter on Web 2.0 technologies is planned for Term 3 as well. Watch this space for more information.




On the Web
Here are some web sites I have found useful. Perhaps this can become a regular feature so that others can benefit from your collective expertise. I am often drawn to sites which are shared via the OZTL discussion list. So bear with me if you also subscribe to the list.
Picture NT 
www.territorystories.nt.gov.au/handle/10070/4
If you are used to using Territory Images, this is the new site. Great for archived photographs related to all things Territorian.
Internet Archive   www.archive.org/index.php
I found the Audio archive a mine to source out of copyright music (indulging my passion for 78s and Edison cylinders) but it also has poetry readings and audio books which may be of more use in a school setting. Here you can access the Wayback Machine to look for archived web sites no longer available. I have yet to investigate the Texts, Live Music and Moving Images sections.

Neil’s Toolbox  

www.neilstoolbox.com/bibliography-creator/reference-website.htm
I find this a useful tool for students to learn to reference web sites in particular. I have used it with my learning centre students who then have to teach someone else in the class, thus reinforcing their own learning.

Sunlink Weed of the Month Archive www.sunlink.ucf.edu/weed/archive/archive.html
I found this site useful for weeding my Computer Science collection which resulted in obsolete software titles being removed. The site justifies the need for weeding, offers criteria for doing so under Dewey numbers and suggests actual titles which should go. Whilst there is an obvious American bias, I think it could be a useful tool for collection development.
Ergo

www.slv.vic.gov.au/ergo/
This is the State Library of Victoria’s site designed for secondary students. It includes sections on research, essay writing and study skills. I recommend the research skills section. Teachers at my school are thrilled to have something so clear cut to use with their students.
Ruth Sheridan

Teacher Librarian 

Palmerston High





































































































































