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Welcome to the first issue of ACCESS for 2023. 
The year has started with a flourish as plans for 
the ASLA Biennial Conference in April are well 
underway. We are looking forward to seeing 
colleagues from across the country and spend 
time engaging in rich learning and discussion. 

School libraries are crucial for several reasons:

1. Promoting literacy: School libraries play 
a vital role in promoting literacy by providing 
students with access to a wide range of reading 
materials. Libraries have a collection of books, 
magazines, newspapers, and online resources 
that can help students improve their reading 
skills and develop a love for reading.
2. Supporting academic achievement: 
School libraries also provide resources that 
support academic achievement. Students can 
use library resources to research and study various 
subjects. Librarians can also help students find 
and evaluate information, which is an essential 
skill for success in academic and professional 
settings.
3. Fostering critical thinking and creativity: 
Libraries can foster critical thinking and creativity 
by providing students with access to a variety 
of resources and encouraging them to explore 
and develop their interests. Students can use 
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libraries to discover new ideas, learn about 
different perspectives, and engage in creative 
activities such as writing, drawing, or building.
4. Encouraging lifelong learning: School 
libraries can play a crucial role in encouraging 
lifelong learning. By promoting a love for 
reading and providing access to information 
and resources, libraries can help students 
develop the skills and habits they need to 
continue learning throughout their lives.
5. Providing a safe and inclusive space: 
Libraries can also provide a safe and inclusive 
space for students. Libraries are often welcoming 
environments where students can explore their 
interests and connect with others who share 
their passions. Librarians can also provide support 
and guidance to students who may be struggling 
with personal or academic challenges.

Overall, school libraries are crucial because they 
provide resources and support that can help 
students succeed academically, develop critical 
thinking and creativity, and cultivate a love for 
learning that lasts a lifetime.

There has been much focus at the beginning of 
the year on AI and in particular ChatGPT. It is 
important for us to be familiar with this technology 
and the implications for school libraries. 

The short script above: ‘School libraries are 
crucial for several reasons’ was generated 
by Chat GPT. Professor Leonie Rowan will be 
presenting on this topic at the conference in 
April. 

This issue of ACCESS addresses some other 
aspects of the importance of school libraries.  
For example, Amber Sorensen shares the 
implementation of The Information Fluency 
Framework (IFF) through micro credentialing 
and Kay Oddone writes about action research 
for evidence-based practice. Kay will also be 
presenting at the conference. The ASLA Board 
are looking forward to the opportunity of meeting 
you all face to face in April. 

Enjoy this issue of ACCESS!

Natalie Otten
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